
7 | Introduction
8 | Beader’s glossary A visual 
guide to beads, findings, tools, and 
materials

12 | Basics A step-by-step reference 
to key techniques used in making 
beaded jewelry

Glass and 
ceramic
16 | Artistic license 
Art-glass beads dazzle at the forefront of 
a colorful necklace

18 | High-beam bracelet
Richly colored dichroic glass and crystals 
turn on the brights

20 | A few of our favorite 
things Create colorful ornaments 
with unusual glass beads

24 | Nothing if knot versatile
A clever design comes with variations
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27 | Quick pick Attach beads to a 
premade chain bracelet

28 | Wrapped attention
Frame focal beads with gleaming wire 
for fabulous earrings

30 | Working glass heroes
String a bright necklace of glass beads

32 | Textured trio Spread some 
sunshine with a set strung with gold-
plated beads

36 | Well rounded String easy 
hoop earrings in an array of bright colors

38 | Dramatic drape Create a 
graduated five-strand necklace with 
perfect alignment

42 | Curtain call Create light-
catching accents for a favorite window

44 | Seed bead drama
Multiple strands of seed beads take 
shape in an elegant necklace

47 | Bold beauty String a 
striking set using handmade clay beads

50 | Small & beautiful
Delicate links showcase Kenyan beads 
in this long necklace and earrings set

Contents
On the cover
Page 172
Style set in stone 

52 | Happy glaze Ceramics take 
the stage in this fashionable necklace

Pearls  and 
shells
58 | Big bangle theory
Gumball-sized pearls are thrown into 
orbit in a fabulous bracelet and earrings

61 | Pearly girl Cluster pearls 
and faceted beads on chain for a fabulous 
necklace, bracelet, and earrings set

64 | A bit of glitz A creative 
pendant adds pizzazz to a pearl 
necklace, bracelet, and earrings

67 | Easy briolette bracelets
String a sophisticated bracelet with 
teardrops and pearls 

70 | Swing time A hinged 
pendant opens the door to a dramatic 
necklace

72 | Stranded Chart a fashionable 
course with three strands of pearls and 
gemstone chips

76 | Go to great lengths
Accent a lariat and earrings with 
whimsical charms
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79 | Back to nature A necklace 
and earrings overflow with a glorious 
array of pearls, crystals, and gemstones

82 | Weave an easier way
Center a mother-of-pearl pendant 
among textured chips

84 | Shimmering shells
String a simple necklace, bracelet, and 
earrings from free-form shells

Metal and 
chain
90 | Curves ahead Combine 
curved tubes with beads for a supple, 
double-strand bracelet

92 | Long & luscious Create a 
continuous gleaming, golden necklace

94 | Finer things Express your 
style with a retro chain set

97 | Spacer exploration
Discover new uses for spacers in chain 
earrings

98 | Show your metal Connect 
washers and double-circle components in 
a modern, geometric choker

100 | Purple reign Charming 
flowers add sparkle to this delicate set

102 | Seize the daisies
Embellish dangle earrings with tiny 
spacers

103 | Win a silver metal
Make a sterling silver bracelet and 
earrings in under 30 minutes 

104 | Coin trick Bring good 
fortune with a silver-coin necklace

106 | All awash Link common 
washers into a fashionable bracelet 

166 | Green piece Showcase 
gorgeous green beads in a classic three-
strand necklace

168 | Weighing in Offset 
gemstone rondelles with tiny crystals for 
a necklace of substance

170 | Playing all the angles
String a striking choker of bold gems

172 | Style set in stone
A strand of graduated rondelles creates 
a wave of color

Crystals
178 | Petal pusher Arrange a 
bouquet centerpiece for a crystal necklace

180 | Crystal cascade
Link crystals to a chain and ear threads 
for a feminine necklace and earrings 

184 | Finger fireworks
Create excitement with this sparkler

186 | Sweeping statement
Assorted beads combine with metal 
rings in long, lanky earrings

188 | Bright beauty Celebrate 
sunny days with a fresh silver, briolette, 
and crystal necklace

191 | Drops of light Delicate 
briolette-teardrop earrings will make 
a splash

192 | Flash flood Crystals and 
liquid silver or gold make waves in a 
multistrand necklace

194 | Double play This combo 
of crystals and curved tube beads can be 
worn as a necklace or as a bracelet 

196 | Loops & ladders
Play with shapes and colors to create a 
stylish choker

198 | Full circle String crystal 
hoop earrings with ease

200 | Keeping time Twisted-
wire jump rings and smoky crystals lend 
style and sophistication to a watch face

202 | Spectrum snapshot
Three crystal hues form a banded bracelet

204 | Krystallos ladder
Create a cool cuff of crystals and pearls

206 | Armed & glamorous
A trio of crystal bracelets creates new 
options for classic materials

210 | Delicate balance
Suspend crystals in airy earrings

Mixed 
materials
216 | Lush and leafy lariat
Glass and plastic merge along a line 
of copper

108 | Brilliant briolettes
Attach briolettes to chain for an updated 
Y-necklace and pretty matching earrings

112 | Chain maker Layer cable 
and rope chains in a chunky necklace 
and bracelet set

115 | Chain reigns Combine a 
mix of chains in an extra-long necklace

118 | Mixed metals Create a 
mixed-metal necklace with a multitude 
of chains

120 | The mix is in Mixed-metal 
earrings: yesterday’s fashion faux pas, 
today’s clever accessory

123 | Grab the brass ring
Mix assorted chains with a round focal 
piece for a prize bracelet

126 | Mesh around String a 
featherweight choker with colorful 
mesh ribbon 

128 | Metalmorphosis
Transform wire into a ring in a matter 
of minutes

130 | Branch out Twist a dainty 
display of gemstones or pearls

Gemstones
136 | New spin for a pin
An old accoutrement takes on new life 
in a gemstone necklace 

139 | Golden opportunity
Pair gemstone nuggets with gold accents 
for a quick set

142 | All in caps Make a bold 
statement with this distinctive bracelet 

144 | Multifaceted magic
Rich hues of gemstones and pearls 
combine in a striking necklace, bracelet, 
and earrings set

148 | Feast for the eyes
A sprinkling of interesting beads creates 
a quick visual treat

151 | Half & half String an 
atypical pattern in a three-strand necklace

154 | Black by popular 
demand Get back to black with a 
three-strand necklace and glamorous 
earrings

158 | Coral with a 
conscience Create a necklace and 
bracelet using clever substitutes for coral

160 | Bright as a feather
An unusual pendant distinguishes this 
necklace

162 | Keeping tradition 
alive Stamped and seamed bench 
beads shine in this necklace and 
earrings set

165 | Huetopia Pale colors cluster 
in bubbly earrings 144
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220 | Lily original An art bead 
blossoms on a silk cord necklace

223 | Textile style Weave rag 
yarn around beads in a fashion-forward 
necklace

226 | Strike a cord Use 
silk beading cord to string an easy, 
convertible necklace

228 | Fit to be tied Combine 
beads, wire, and leather in an easy lariat

230 | Boulder statement
Create a landslide of gradated colors 
plus a suede cord for an earthy necklace

233 | Perfect touch Bold beads 
showcase a substantial pendant

234 | Native charms Suspend 
a carved pendant and charms from a 
gold-chain necklace

237 | Reel in a catch Knot 
shells on cord for a distinctive bangle 
bracelet and earrings

240 | Art exhibit Memory 
wire and rubber tubing provide a great 
canvas for art beads

243 | Rock solid Simple suede 
complements a gemstone pendant

244 | Double-duty disk
A bold disk serves two purposes in a 
toggle-front necklace

246 | Clearly lovely A glass 
pendant is the focus of a quick, 
sparkling necklace and earrings set

248 | Oh, beautiful! Create a 
modern set with rubber O-rings

250 | Spare parts Link 
hardware findings into a soft-but-
substantial necklace

252 | Lose your reserve
Make fashion-forward bracelets with 
surplus beads 

255 | Contributors
256 | Index

Look for great shortcuts 
on these pages: 
55, 87, 133, 175, 213

220



142 143

All in capsby Irina Miech

• 5–7 10 x 12mm faceted rectangles
• 6–8 9mm faceted rondelles or 
   round beads
• 10–14 9mm rectangular bead caps 
   (Eclectica, 262-641-0910)

• 12–16 7–9mm round bead caps 
   (Eclectica)
• 1g 110 seed beads 
• flexible beading wire, .014 or .015
• 2 crimp beads
• toggle clasp
• chainnose or crimping pliers
• diagonal wire cutters

The designer offers kits for this project. 
See p. 255 for contact information.

EDITOR’S TIP
It’s not necessary to limit yourself 
to just one or two colors. 
Experiment with various color 
schemes for a truly unique bracelet.

1Determine the finished length of 
your bracelet. Add 5 in. (13cm), 

and cut a piece of beading wire to 
that length. Center an 110 seed bead,
a rectangular bead cap, a rectangle 
bead, a rectangular bead cap, and 
an 110 on the wire.

SupplyList

2On each end, string: round bead 
cap, rondelle or round bead, round 

bead cap, 110, rectangular bead cap, 
rectangle bead, rectangular bead cap, 
110. Repeat until the strand is within 
1 in. (2.5cm) of the desired length. 
End with a bead cap.

3On each end, string an 110, a crimp 
bead, an 110, and half of the clasp. 

Go back through the last beads strung 
and tighten the wire. Check the fit, 
and add or remove beads from each 
end if necessary. Crimp the crimp 
beads (see Basics, p. 12), and trim the 
excess wire. ✤

Capitalize on fundamental design elements to create this sumptuous bracelet. 

Although this piece speaks opulence, it’s refreshingly easy and affordable. 

Ornate bead caps crown each faceted bead and are available in economical 

base metal. Captivating and cost-effective, this bracelet will give you quick 

returns on your investment.

Make a bold 
statement with 
this distinctive 

accented bracelet  
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